
 

St. Monica Roman Catholic Church of Rochester  
Vision and Mission 

 

 

We are a Resurrection people rooted in our rich Catholic 

heritage.  We are growing in the SPIRIT, as individuals 

and as a faith community. We answer the CALL to LIVE 

OUT our Baptismal VOCATION in our daily lives, 

bringing the LIGHT of Christ’s presence to our families, 

workplaces, neighborhoods, and the WORLD. 
We dare to LIVE the LIFE of Jesus Christ,   
transforming discouragement into HOPE, 

 fear into LOVE, isolation into COMMUNITY. 
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Weekend Masses 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 10:15am + Livestream 
 

Emmanuel Church  

of the Deaf:  

Sunday at 11:30 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Nate Rawls Band gave us the gift of music for our 

Eclipse block party, including parishioner Jim Henderson (right). 

Parish Office (585)-235-3340 

Rev. Raymond Fleming, Pastor fr.ray.fleming@dor.org     

Deacon Matt Dudek matt.dudek@dor.org          

Deacon Brian McNulty brian.mcnulty@dor.org 

Deacon Patrick Graybill patrick.graybill@dor.org 

Jeanne Engelbrecht, 

    Finance Manager 

 

Mary Ellen Fischer,   
   Pastoral Minister 

jeanne.engelbrecht@dor.org 

 
 
mary.ellen.fischer@dor.org 

ext. 119 

Precious Fontenette, 

   RCIA Coordinator 

myrtle.fontenette@dor.org 

Margot VanEtten,   
    Pastoral Minister 

margot.vanetten@dor.org   

ext. 115 

Tracy Jordan, 

     Secretary 

tracy.jordan@dor.org 

ext. 116 

Angela Nkugwa,  

     Music & Choir Director 

angela.nkugwa@dor.org 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS monicabulletin@dor.org 

Jessica Tette, 
Minister of Youth Faith Formation & 

Communications 

jessica.tette@dor.org 

ext. 124 

Carol Wynne, Director of Finance & 

Administration/ Westside Parishes 
carol.wynne@dor.org          

ext. 121 

CYO – Tami Divers tamidivers@icloud.com 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 
     John Curran - 747-2324 

     Connie Chau           Kathy Garrant 

     Meg Lute                 Mary Fran Kolbuc 

     Best Batchateu        Bob Passalugo 

 

jecurran@rochester.rr.com 

  

 

34 Monica Street   (at 831 Genesee St.) 

Rochester, NY 14619 
Office:  (585) 235-3340           Fax:  235-8315 

Emergency Line: (585) 723-6531 

www.stmonicaofrochester.org  

 All are welcome here! 
 

Daily Masses 

Tuesday & Thursday: 12:10pm 

Wednesday & Friday: 8am 
 

Office Hours:   

Monday-Friday 

9:00am-3:00 pm 

Walk with us on: 

Join us Online! 
www.stmonicaofrochester.org  

Visit our website to get connected to all our online resources, 

including Mass, faith activities and reflections, online giving, 

and ways to get involved. 

April 14, 2024 
 

3rd Sunday  

of Easter 

“Lord, let your face shine on us!” 

- Psalm 4 
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We have several weekday 

openings for Masses. 

Please call Tracy Jordan at 

(585) 235-3340 to schedule a 

Mass. 

 

Did you know? Our website, stmonicaofrochester.org, is your one-stop shop for all 

our online offerings. On our homepage you will find links to Mass videos, social 

media, online giving, outreach opportunities, virtual gatherings, at-home faith tools, 

and more! Visit our website and follow us on social media for even more ways to stay 

connected to our community. For help or to join the parish email list and receive our 

weekly news, email monicabulletin@dor.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Calling all who proclaim the  

word of God! 

We are building our lectoring 

ministry and are welcoming 

lectors new and veteran! If you 

are interested in becoming a 

lector or continuing your ministry 

as a lector, please contact Mary 

Ellen at 

mary.ellen.fischer@dor.org. 

Weekly Mass Intentions 
Sat, April 13        Thomas Bostick  -  Bostick Family 

Sun, April 14       Barbara Borgus  -  John & JoAnn DeMott 

Tues, April 16      Special Intention Olga Welling   - Peggy Reigelsperger 

Wed, April 17       All Souls 

Thurs, April 18     Mary DeRouen   -   Jean Button 

Fri, April 19          All Parishioners 

Sat, April 20          Lillian Wray  -  Sheilla Wray 

Sun, April 21         Betty Bunce   -   Denis & Charlene Lepel 

                               Ray Tette  -  Linda LoCastro, Brian Coughlin 

This Week at St. Monica Church:  
April 14-21, 2024 

Sunday, 4/14 

 

10:15 am –Mass, Church  

11:15 am – Faith Formation and First 

Communion Prep, Dining Room 

11:30 am – ECD Mass, Church 

Monday, 4/15 

 

4:45 pm – Virtual Contemplative Prayer 

(contact Dorothy Siegel to join: 

kenanddor@yahoo.com or 880-5519) 

Tuesday, 4/16 12:10 pm –Mass, Church 

Wed., 4/17 8:00 am – Mass, Church 

Thurs., 4/18 12:10 pm –Mass, Church 

Friday, 4/19 8:00 am –Mass, Church 

Saturday 4/20 4:00 pm – Mass, Church 

Sunday, 4/21 

 

10:15 am –Mass, Church  

11:15 am – Faith Formation and First 

Communion Prep, Dining Room 

11:30 am – ECD Mass, Church 
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  Let Us Pray 
 

Our Deceased 
Josie Finucane 

 
An end to racism 

 

All those affected by violence 
 

God’s creation 
 

THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

CJ Arnell, Joshua Bartlett, Zachary Bartlett, 

Jarid Cook, Andrew Chmiel, Andrea Gerard, 

David Englert, Richard Lewis, Angela Aviles 

Lewis, Andrea Christ, Terry Redfield, Jr. 
 

Lamp Intentions for April 

SANCTUARY LIGHT 

David Divers 

John & JoAnn DeMott 
 

Karen Scherzi 

Children & Family 
 
 

 

CROSS ALTAR LIGHT 

Deceased members  

of the Hauck Family 

Diane Salamone 

Confessions by appointment – 

call office at (585) 235-3340 to schedule. 

Musicians! Lectors! 
Greeters! Ushers! 

Reminder that you must be CASE 
trained to do your ministry.  

This is a policy of the Diocese of 
Rochester.  

Contact jessica.tette@dor.org if 
you need to be trained or update 
your CASE training, which must 

Mass intentions are needed for weekday and 

weekend Masses. Please call Tracy at the 

office to schedule a Mass said for a loved one 

or special intention. A Mass intention is $10. 

Call (585) 235-3340 to schedule. 

 

https://youtu.be/1HFHFrmheWA?si=QUKnv

S6dM7Yz5-cv 

The St. Monica Eclipse Block Party was a huge success! 
What an awesome time with our neighbors. The only totality 
we saw was total cloud cover, but we had total fun together! 
A big thanks to everyone who helped make this party fun and 
successful, including attendees, volunteers, and community 
partners (19th Ward Community Association, St. Peter’s 
Kitchen, and Nate Rawls Band). Check out our photos on 
Facebook and take a peek at the Catholic Courier article 
about the party: https://bit.ly/3U9VXn9  
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Faith Formation: Join us for 
faith and community! 

Faith Formation & 
Sacramental Preparation: For 

ages 4-18. 
 

Faith Formation, 
grades PreK4-5th  

 

Sundays after 10:15 
Mass until 12:15 PM 

First 
Reconciliation/First 

Communion, 
grades 2+ 

 

Contact 
jessica.tette@dor.org 

Middle School 
Youth Group, 

grades 6-7 
 

High School Youth 
Group/Confirmation 
Prep, grades 8-12 

 

 
Wednesdays 
6:30-8:30pm 

Dinner included 

VOLUNTEERS:                          
All volunteers who encounter youth and 

vulnerable adults need to complete online 

Creating a Safe Environment training, 

background check and sign a Code of 

Conduct every three years. To complete the 

online course, go to dor.org online training 

or email jessica.tette@dor.org for a packet 

of information to help you. 
  

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to schedule a Mass 

intention, please call the rectory office (235-

3340) or stop by Monday - Friday, 10am-

2pm.  Intentions are a way for the 

community to pray for loved ones and 

special needs. 
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE 
PARISH? WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE? 

 

You are welcome at St. Monica Catholic 

Church! Do you want to know more 

about how to join the parish?  

Call the parish office today at 235-3340. 

It’s that easy!  

 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS:   

Please send submissions by 4pm on 

Sundays: monicabulletin@dor.org  

with 10-pt Arial font and any photos. 
 

 

Bulletin 

Did you sign up to receive the bulletin by 

email but are no longer receiving it? 

Please check your email settings to ensure 

you allow emails from 

monicabulletin@dor.org. Be sure to 

check your junk/spam folder. If the 

problem persists, email 

monicabulletin@dor.org. 
 

Our links in the bulletin are live! If you 

are viewing this bulletin electronically, 

hold down Ctrl and click links in the 

bulletin to visit those sites. 

Follow Jesus with us: 
 

www.stmonicaofrochester.org 
 

          @stmonicaofrochester 
 

          @st.monicachurch 
 

           St. Monica Church - Mass 

Emergency Food: If you are in need of emergency 
food, you can contact St. Peter’s Kitchen at (585) 
235-6511 or come to 681 Brown Street Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9 AM to 11 AM. 

Our youth need you! 
Bring your time and chef skills to  

feed the teens in our youth group.  
Can you give one Wednesday to help? Only 6 left! 

Congratulations to Ian 
Miller, one of our St. Monica 
teens who is getting 
confirmed this month! Ian is 
a star swimmer for McQuaid 
and went to nationals in his 
events, placing 2nd, 2nd, 3rd, 
3rd, 5th, 8th, 9th, and 9th, 
respectively. He set a 
record in the history of his 
team, and he is only a 
freshman! His future is 
bright, for sure. We are so 
proud to cheer you on, Ian! 

 

How do I give my offering? 
1. Weekly offering envelopes, 

cash, or checks can be brought 

to Mass or mailed to 

St. Monica Church 

34 Monica St. 

Rochester, NY 14619 
 

2. OSV Online Giving: Visit our website 

(https://www.osvhub.com/stmonicaofrochester/giving/funds) 

for secure one-time or recurring online giving.  
 

3. Text 2 Give: Text your donation amount to 226-7514. 
 

Thank you for supporting our community and ministries! 

 

 Our Collection: Week of April 7, 2024 
 

 Collection Goal Our Collection Variance 

4/7/2024  3,688   4,320   632  
Year-to-Date  136,638   133,719   (2,919) 

Online Giving/week  

(included in actual total) 
$272 

CMA $26,000 $26,000 100% 

 

We will have a coffee hour on Sunday, April 
28 after the 10:15 Mass. We need help! If you 
can help with set-up and tear-down or if you 
can bring something, please contact Mary 
Ellen. Thanks, and see you there! 

Why Do Catholics Have Liturgical Colors? 
 

“Liturgical colors are not selected arbitrarily, but instead signal 
specific meanings for certain seasons and occasions, according 
to Father Michael Witczak, associate professor of liturgical 
studies at Catholic University of America. He noted that the 
designation of liturgical colors goes back many centuries in 
Catholic Church history. 

“The colors seemed to emerge out of people’s reflection 
on the meaning of the season,” said Father Witczak, who also is 
past president of the North American Academy of Liturgy.” 
 
Read the full article from the Catholic Courier here: 

https://catholiccourier.com/articles/liturgical-colors-hold-
special-meanings-for-lent-rest-of-year/ 
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Creation Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         
 
 
 
 

 

Beware of Scams 
 

Several parishioners have 
contacted the office lately 
saying that they have 
received a text or email 
from someone claiming to 
be “Fr. Ray” and asking for 
money or gift cards. 
Please remember that this 
is a SCAM. No matter 
what the message says, 
remember that Fr. Ray 
will never reach out 
personally to you to ask 
for money or gift cards. 
The ways that Fr. Ray 
would ask for money are in 

What’s This QR Code in the Pews? 
 

Scanning the QR code with your phone camera is a quick 
and easy way to give to the collection digitally by credit 
card or through your bank. You can also give directly to 
the collection basket. 
 

1. Open your phone camera and point it at the QR   

code in your pew – choose St. Monica’s or ECD. 

2. Click the link that pops up. 

3. Enter your contribution. 

4. Thank you for supporting our community and 

ministries! 

 

Looking to 

step away 

from the 

busyness of 

life for a day 

or weekend? 

Consider 

making a 

retreat at 

beautiful 

Notre Dame 

Retreat 

House. 

Please check 

the bulletin 

for some 

wonderful 

Spring retreat 

Panhandling in Our 
Neighborhood   
If you have been to St. 
Monica’s, you have likely 
encountered someone in 
the church or parking lot 
asking for money. 
Parishioners have been 
asked to refrain from 
giving out money for 
several reasons, 
including: 

- Giving money is not 

a sustainable 

ministry that St. 

Monica’s can offer. 

There are other 

organizations that 

are set up to help 

people in the ways 

that they need. 

- We do not want to 

encourage repeated 

visits to ask for 

money or word 

getting around that 

“St. Monica’s gives 

out money.”  

- We have multiple 

programs for youth 

and vulnerable 

adults that operate in 

our spaces, and any 

present adults 

require Creating a 

Safe Environment 

training. We want to 

discourage people 

from visiting during 

those times. 

- We know the 

situations of several 

of the people who 

ask for money, and 

they are connected 

with organizations 

that can help them. 

We DO want to maintain 
human dignity in our 
interactions with others. 
If someone asks for 
money, please:  

1. Respond with 

kindness while 

maintaining the 

boundary: “I’m 

sorry, but we 

don’t give out 

money here.” 

2. You may invite 

them to stay for 

Mass or coffee 

Creation Corner 

So, lawn mowing is a drag.  Don’t like watering? Would like 
something more interesting than a green rug in the yard?  Join 
us on Monday, April 22, 2024 at 6:30 PM for Beautiful and 
Better: Rethinking the American Lawn. John Nelson, a master 
gardener, will present a workshop on how to have a more 
beautiful, healthier, and more attractive environment in our 
yards. He will tell us how to start a low maintenance flower 
garden with plants native to western New York. These plants 
grow easily and attract the all-important pollinators. He will 
include suggestions for sunny or shady areas, large or small 
yards, even flower boxes or pots.  The evening promises to be 
fun and full of useful information.  Please join in. 
 
THE PACKAGING REDUCTION AND RECYCLING 
INFRASTRUCTURE ACT: The rates of reduction in both the 
amount of packaging and the amount that must be 
recycled/reused are phased in. Packaging is reduced 10% by 
weight every two to three years while the recycle/reuse 
percentage remains at 35% from year 3 through year 10 when 
it goes to 50%. These don’t sound so impressive until you start 
applying them to the numbers. A hypothetical 200 pounds of 
packaging material is reduced to 180 lbs at 3 years; 142 lbs at 
5 years; 96 lbs at 8 years and 59 lbs. at 10 years. At the third 
year, 117 lbs goes to a landfill; at year 5 the amount is 93 lbs; 
at year 8, it’s 64 lbs and by year 10, it is down to 30 lbs to the 
landfill. Both rates reach 50% by year 12 and 75% by 2050. 
 
By the beginning of the third year after promulgation of the 
Act, all of the named toxic substances (more than 15) are 
prohibited from being contained in any package sold or 
distributed in New York State. Most of these toxins are 
petrochemicals which have been found to cause multiple 
diseases. Current federal law does not regulate most of these 
chemicals are and some are even allowed to be in contact with 
food. Experts, however, say that there is no safe level of 
exposure to these chemicals. The bill remains in the Senate 
Finance Committee. 
 

 St. Monica Neighborhood Businesses 
Jesus, who is my neighbor? 

Buying from St. Monica’s neighborhood businesses brings ‘the 

light of Christ’s presence’, providing services, jobs, and income. 
 

Supreme Salad Bar is celebrating 

its 3rd anniversary at 344 Thurston 

Road. 19th Ward resident-owners 

Antwaine and Khadedra Johnson 

offer the neighborhood’s healthiest 

food choices. 
 

The Johnsons create made-to-order 

veggie salads, wraps, pasta salads 

loaded with optional meats or shrimp, 

fresh-cut fruit salads. All come with a 

choice of toppings. Desserts include 

home-made strawberry-banana  

pudding, cheesecake, and huge smoothies. Check their Facebook 

page for menu offerings. They are open weekdays and alternate 

Saturdays, 11 to 7. Order ahead at 235-4073. 

 

Two members of “Pilots To 

The Rescue” attended St. 

Monica’s Sunday Mass this 

past Sunday and were 

applauded for their efforts. 

They had just coordinated 

delivery of puppies needing 

shelter on the previous day. 

The group’s efforts are 

shown periodically on the 

CBS Today Show. 


