
 

St. Monica Roman Catholic Church of Rochester  
Vision and Mission 

 

 

We are a Resurrection people rooted in our rich Catholic 

heritage.  We are growing in the SPIRIT, as individuals 

and as a faith community. We answer the CALL to LIVE 

OUT our Baptismal VOCATION in our daily lives, 

bringing the LIGHT of Christ’s presence to our families, 

workplaces, neighborhoods, and the WORLD. 
We dare to LIVE the LIFE of Jesus Christ,   
transforming discouragement into HOPE, 

 fear into LOVE, isolation into COMMUNITY. 
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Weekend Masses 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 10:15am + Livestream 
 

Emmanuel Church  

of the Deaf:  

Sunday at 11:30 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers needed for the coat giveaway! Contact Jessica to help. 

Parish Office (585)-235-3340 

Rev. Raymond Fleming, Pastor fr.ray.fleming@dor.org     

Deacon Matt Dudek matt.dudek@dor.org          

Deacon Patrick Graybill patrick.graybill@dor.org 

Emanuel Colon, Multi-Parish 

Finance Director  

emanuel.colon@dor.org 

Jeanne Engelbrecht, 

    Finance Manager 

 

Mary Ellen Fischer,   
   Pastoral Minister 

jeanne.engelbrecht@dor.org 

 
 
mary.ellen.fischer@dor.org 

ext. 119 

Precious Fontenette, 

   RCIA Coordinator 

myrtle.fontenette@dor.org 

Margot VanEtten,   
    Pastoral Minister 

margot.vanetten@dor.org   

ext. 115 

Tracy Jordan, 

     Secretary 

tracy.jordan@dor.org 

ext. 116 

Angela Nkugwa,  

     Music & Choir Director 

angela.nkugwa@dor.org 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS 

Due by 4pm Sunday prior 
monicabulletin@dor.org 

Jessica Tette, 
Minister of Youth Faith Formation & 

Communications 

jessica.tette@dor.org 

ext. 124 

 

Brian McNulty 

Deacon: Senior Status 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 
     John Curran - 747-2324 

     Jake Hart                Mary Fran Kolbuc 

     Meg Lute                  

     Best Batchateu        Bob Passalugo 

 

 
 
 
jecurran@rochester.rr.com 

  

 

34 Monica Street   (at 831 Genesee St.) 

Rochester, NY 14619 
Office: (585) 235-3340           Fax:  235-8315 

Emergency Line: (585) 723-6531 

www.stmonicaofrochester.org  

 All are welcome here! 
 

Daily Masses 

Tuesday & Thursday: 12:10pm 

Wednesday & Friday: 8am 
 

Office Hours:   

Monday-Friday 

9:00am-3:00 pm 

Walk with us on: 

Join us Online! 
www.stmonicaofrochester.org  

Visit our website to get connected to all our online resources, 

including Mass, faith activities and reflections, online giving, 

and ways to get involved. 

January 18, 2026 
 

2nd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 

 – Psalm 40 

mailto:fr.ray.fleming@dor.org
mailto:matt.dudek@dor.org
mailto:patrick.graybill@dor.org
mailto:mary.ellen.fischer@dor.org
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYshY8Yf21rtt-eSrAyjlUg
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Mass intentions are needed 

for weekday and weekend 

Masses. Please call Tracy at 

the office to schedule a Mass 

said for a loved one or 

special intention. A Mass 

intention is $10.  

Call (585) 235-3340 to 

schedule. 

 

https://youtu.be/1HFHFrmhe

WA?si=QUKnvS6dM7Yz5-

cv 

We have several weekday 

openings for Masses. 

Please call Tracy Jordan at 

(585) 235-3340 to schedule a 

Mass. 

 

Visit our website and follow us on social media for even more ways to stay connected to 

our community. For help or to join the parish email list and receive our weekly news, email 

monicabulletin@dor.org. If you were receiving the weekly parish email and are no longer 

receiving it, please check your email settings and make sure you allow emails from 

monicabulletin@dor.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Calling all who proclaim the  

word of God! 

We are building our lectoring 

ministry and are welcoming 

lectors new and veteran! If you 

are interested in becoming a 

lector or continuing your ministry 

as a lector, please contact Mary 

Ellen at 

mary.ellen.fischer@dor.org. 

Weekly Mass Intentions 
Sat. Jan. 17         Chazz El Nash-Randall – Lynn Fulmore 

Sun. Jan. 18        Helen Huether – Family 

Tues. Jan. 20       Special Intention – Pat Fox Zahn 

Wed. Jan. 21       Special Intention for St. Monica Staff – Jean Button 

Thur. Jan. 22       Frances Uttaro – Sisters at Mulberry Street 

Fri. Jan. 23          All Parishioners                  

Sat. Jan. 24          Michael Higgins – Barbara Higgins 

Sun. Jan. 25         People & Families that have special needs 
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  Let Us Pray 

Our Deceased 
Robert Collins 

Judy Collins’ husband 
 

Those who are housing vulnerable 
 

An end to racism 
 

An end to war 
 

God’s creation 
 

THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

CJ Arnell, Joshua Bartlett, Zachary Bartlett, 

Jarid Cook, Andrew Chmiel, Andrea Gerard, 

David Englert, Richard Lewis, Angela Aviles 

Lewis, Andrea Christ, Terry Redfield, Jr. 
 

Lamp Intentions for January 

SANCTUARY LIGHT 

Mary Ann Donovan  

John & JoAnn DeMott 
 

CROSS ALTAR LIGHT 

Three Police Officers  

injured in 19th Ward shooting  

and all police officers 

This Week at St. Monica Church:  
Jan. 18-25, 2026 

Sunday, 1/18 

 

10:15 am – Mass, Church 

11:15 am – Family Faith Formation, Dining Room 

11:30 am – ECD Mass, Church 

Monday, 1/19 MLK Day – Office Closed 

2:00-4:00 pm - MLK Day Coat Giveaway, Narthex 

4:45 pm – Virtual Contemplative Prayer (contact Dorothy 

Siegel to join: kenanddor@yahoo.com or 880-5519) 

Tuesday, 1/20 12:10 pm – Mass, Chapel 

Wed., 1/21 8:00 am – Mass, Chapel  

12:00 pm – Building & Grounds Meeting, Rectory 

5:30 pm – Choir Rehearsal, Church 

6:30 pm – Youth Group, Dining Room 

Thurs., 1/22 12:10 pm – Mass, Chapel  

1:30 pm – Prayer Shawl Ministry, Dining Room 

Friday, 1/23 8:00 am – Mass, Chapel  

Saturday, 1/24 4:00 pm –Mass, Church 

Sunday, 1/25 

 

10:15 am – Mass, Church 

11:15 am – Family Faith Formation, Dining Room 

11:30 am – ECD Mass, Church 

 

Confessions by appointment – 

call office at (585) 235-3340 to schedule. 

Musicians! 
Lectors! 

Greeters! 
Ushers! 

Reminder that 
you must be 

CASE trained to 
do your ministry.  
This is a policy of 

CASE (Creating A Safe 
Environment) Training 

Policy  
 

CASE training is a diocesan 
requirement for those who 
work with children/vulnerable 
adults. This training is a way 
to create safety for our most 
vulnerable individuals, who 
we are called to protect in the 
church. They are beloved 
children of God, and this 
training is important to 
understand who is at risk and 
how to protect them. 

Watch Out for 

Scam Texts and 

Emails 
There have been some scam 

texts and emails going 

around again claiming to be 

from Fr. Ray.  

PLEASE REMEMBER that 
Fr. Ray will NEVER contact 
you by personal email to 

St. Monica Finances 
Over the past several months, our finance 
team, pastoral council (formerly facilitation 
team), development team, and staff team 
have worked to inform the parish that with 
the projected numbers, St. Monica has about 
5 more years of financial solvency. With the 
collection in the red every week (see page 3), 
it is increasingly important for us to plan and 
take measures to ensure the future of our 
beloved parish. Each of us can help, and there 
are many ways to do so: 

1. Invite people to St. Monica’s Mass or 

events. We know how wonderful it is 

to be a part of this community. Let’s 

share it and grow it! 

2. Give if you can to the weekly 

collection.  

3. Put St. Monica Church in your will – 

see the pamphlet near the doors for 

details on how. 

Seniors May Donate and Save Taxes 
A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to St. Monica Church 
from your IRA could reduce your 2024 Taxable Income! 
· You must be at least 70½ when you request a QCD. 

· Funds must be transferred directly from your IRA custodian to 

St Monica Church. 

· A QCD will count toward your 2024 Required Minimum 

Distribution if the funds come out of your IRA by your RMD 

deadline (generally December 31 each year). 

Consult your IRA administrator or financial advisor for details. 

We Need Weekly and Weekend Mass Intentions! 

Please consider scheduling Mass intentions to remember 

a deceased loved one or celebrate a birthday, 

anniversary, etc. Please call or stop by  

the office to schedule. Thank you! 

mailto:monicabulletin@dor.org
mailto:monicabulletin@dor.org
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VOLUNTEERS:                          
All volunteers who encounter youth and 

vulnerable adults need to complete online 

Creating a Safe Environment training, 

background check and sign a Code of 

Conduct every three years. To complete the 

online course, email jessica.tette@dor.org 

for training instructions.. 
  

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to schedule a Mass 

intention, please call the rectory office (235-

3340) or stop by Monday - Friday, 10am-

2pm.  Intentions are a way for the 

community to pray for loved ones and 

special needs. 
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE 
PARISH? WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE? 

 

You are welcome at St. Monica Catholic 

Church! Do you want to know more 

about how to join the parish?  

Call the parish office today at 235-3340. 

It’s that easy!  

 

 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS:   

Please send submissions by 4pm on 

Sundays: monicabulletin@dor.org  

with 10-pt Arial font and any photos. 
 

 

Bulletin 

Did you sign up to receive the bulletin by 

email but are no longer receiving it? 

Please check your email settings to ensure 

you allow emails from  

monicabulletin@dor.org. Be sure to 

check your junk/spam folder. If the 

problem persists, email 

monicabulletin@dor.org. 
 

Our links in the bulletin are live! If you 

are viewing this bulletin electronically, 

hold down Ctrl and click links in the 

bulletin to visit those sites. 

Follow Jesus with us: 
 

www.stmonicaofrochester.org 
 

          @stmonicaofrochester 
 

          @st.monicachurch 
 

           St. Monica Church - Mass 

Image result for facebook and instagram 
icons

Image result for facebook and instagram 
icons

Emergency Food: If you need emergency food, you 
can contact St. Peter’s Kitchen at (585) 235-6511 or go 
to 681 Brown Street Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays 9 AM to 11 AM. 

How do I give my offering? 
1. Weekly offering envelopes, 

cash, or checks can be brought 

to Mass or mailed to 

St. Monica Church 

34 Monica St. 

Rochester, NY 14619 
 

2. OSV Online Giving: Visit our website 

(https://www.osvhub.com/stmonicaofrochester/giving/funds) 

for secure one-time or recurring online giving.  
 

3. Text 2 Give: Text your donation amount to 226-7514. 
 

Thank you for supporting our community and ministries! 

 

 

Our Collection: Week of Dec. 21, 2025 
 

Physical collection: $1,558  

Online giving: $908  

Total collection this week: $2,466  

Weekly expenses: $10,516  

Weekly Surplus/Deficit: ($8,050) 
CMA goal: $25,000 • Given: $19,094 • 76% 

 

 

 CMA Goal: 
$25,000 

77 Donors 
$19,094 pledged 

76% of goal 
As of this date,  
77 families have contributed to the CMA. We thank 
those who have given generously and ask all who 
have not yet given to prayerfully consider doing so. 
The CMA helps our Church and our parish in so many 
ways. Please consider all the ways that God has 
blessed you and your family, and how the Church 
has brought goodness into your lives. Join our 
appeal and give back what you can so that we 
remain strong and able to do God’s great work! 

Seeking a Children’s Liturgy Leader 
 

Have you ever considered leading Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word? This is the Holy Spirit calling YOU! Jessica 
is in search of a children’s liturgy leader for one Sunday 
of the month (either 1st or 3rd Sundays). Lead by 
yourself or bring a friend to help you. Help our young 
children know the great love of God. CASE training is 
required! Contact Jessica.tette@dor.org to answer the 
Holy Spirit’s call!  

Our Collection: Last 3 weeks 
 

12/28/25 $3,002 

1/4/26 $6,156 

1/11/26 $3,222  

Year-to-date expenses: $294,448 

Year-to-date Deficit: ($189,564) 
CMA goal: $25,000 • Given: $19,094 • 76% 
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Creation Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         
 
 
 
 

 

Panhandling in 
Our 
Neighborhood   
If you have been to 
St. Monica’s, you 
have likely 
encountered 
someone in the 
church or parking lot 
asking for money. 
We want to maintain 
human dignity in our 
interactions with 
others and be 
welcoming to all, 

Beware of Scams 
 

Several parishioners have 
contacted the office lately 
saying that they have 
received a text or email 
from someone claiming to 
be “Fr. Ray” and asking for 
money or gift cards. 
Please remember that this 

St. Monica Neighborhood Connection 
Jesus, who is my neighbor?  
Thanks for Supporting Our Neighbors! 

 

In the New Year here are a few of the many nearby businesses that 

appreciate our patronage. 

In last week’s column, we wrote about eco-anxiety as being 
heightened emotional, mental or physical distress in response 
to dangerous changes in the climate. This week we explore how 
parents can help their children deal with eco-anxiety. 
 On the UNICEF website, psychotherapist Carolyn Hickman 
wrote that “children and young people are affected more than 
adults. They are still developing physically and emotionally. 
They are also impacted more because climate change is 
affecting their whole future ─ studying, school and future 
careers. They are dependent on adults, as they often have 
limited economic and political power to directly influence action 
on climate change.” 
 Hickman stated that the most important thing a parent can 
do is talk with their children, ask them how they feel and what 
they think, and validate their experiences, even if the parent 
doesn’t fully share it. Parents should teach their children how to 
be okay in a world that does not feel okay by saying, “You do 
not have to be happy about what is happening, but you need to 
find meaning and focus on what we still have in this world. Take 
care of it, value it, love and appreciate it.” 
 The Creation Stewards at St. Monica’s recommend that 
people consider reading key Bible passages and thinking or 
talking about how they may be reassuring. Parents could also 
do this with their children. Here are a few: 
 
Matthew 11:28: “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
 
1 Peter 5:7: “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for 
you.” 
 
Psalm 37:5: “Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he 
will act.” 
 
John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled; neither let them be afraid.” 

St. Monica Neighborhood Businesses 
Jesus, who is my neighbor? 

The light of Christ’s presence in our neighborhood shines 

brighter thanks to dedicated people like Dr. Colleen Gordon. 
 

Dr. Gordon was recently presented the 19th Ward Community 

Association’s 2025 Merchant of the Year by parishioner Mary 

Fran Kolbuc. 
 

After earning her doctorate in 

dentistry from Howard University, 

Dr. Gordon in 1982 opened a 

modest dental practice at 612 

Thurston Rd. 44 years later, 

despite physical challenges, she 

continues to serve neighborhood 

families! Some of her current . 

patients are the grandchildren of her first customers. 
 

Dr. Gordon emphasized her commitment to the 19th Ward and is 

glad to accept new patients. Visit CMGordonDDS.com or call 

328-5029. 

Social Justice News 
 

The tragic death of Renee Good in Minnesota and the ensuing 
debate over where the fault lies have led Catholics to consider 
how they can take a stand for social justice in our country. Our 
vice president laid the blame for the death on the woman 
herself and the “radicals who teach people that immigration is 
the one type of law that rioters are allowed to interfere with.” 
This would hardly be considered a Christian viewpoint much 
less a Catholic one, since we believe that ALL humans are 
made in God’s image and have inherent dignity even while 
protesting unjust government policies and practices. Such 
protesting should not carry with it a death sentence.  
 
What We Can Do: 
Immigration/deportation efforts are spiraling out of control. 
Calls to our NYS elected officials are even more critical to help 
protect our communities as best we possibly can. 
 

On Monday, January 12, people from across the State lobbied 
in Albany on these issues. We can amplify their message by 
doing the following: 
 

Call Gov. Hochul, your State Senator and Assembly Member, 
and leaders Andrea Stewart-Cousins and Carl Heastie and 
say: “I want you to take IMMEDIATE action in January 2026 to 
pass NY4All, the MELT Act, and other legislation to protect our 
immigrant neighbors and all of us from illegal immigration 
activities.” If you call outside office hours, leave a message. 
 

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie  
District Office 718-654-6539 
Albany Office 518-455-3791 
 

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
Albany Office: (518) 455-2585; (518) 455-2715 
District Office (914) 423-4031 
NYC Office (212) 298-5585 
 

Governor Kathy Hochul 
518-474-8390 
 

 

If you would like to be part of the Social Justice team at St. 
Monica or if you would like to be informed/updated on events, 
contact Dan at danlill126@gmail.com or 585-313-6027. 
 

Would you like to use your gifts of  
organization and working with others  

to help our parish community? 
 

Be a sacristan! Sacristans assist in preparing the church 
for the celebration of Mass and help clean up afterwards. 
This ministry involves ensuring that the gifts for 
communion are prepared in the back and that the side 
table (credence table) is set with the items the priest and 
altar servers require. The sacristan will also select and 
guide members of the congregation to bring up the gifts 
to the altar, light the Advent wreath, and other such 
seasonal Mass ministries.  
 

We need your gifts for this important ministry! If you are 
interested, please contact Bob Engle at 329-6313 or 
robertgengle@gmail.com. Thank you! 

mailto:danlill126@gmail.com
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