
 

St. Monica Roman Catholic Church of Rochester  
Vision and Mission 

 

 

We are a Resurrection people rooted in our rich Catholic 

heritage.  We are growing in the SPIRIT, as individuals 

and as a faith community. We answer the CALL to LIVE 

OUT our Baptismal VOCATION in our daily lives, 

bringing the LIGHT of Christ’s presence to our families, 

workplaces, neighborhoods, and the WORLD. 
We dare to LIVE the LIFE of Jesus Christ,   
transforming discouragement into HOPE, 

 fear into LOVE, isolation into COMMUNITY. 
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Weekend Masses 

Saturday at 4pm  

Sunday at 9am 
 

Emmanuel Church  

of the Deaf:  

Sunday at 11am  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Office (585)-235-3340 

Rev. Raymond Fleming, Pastor fr.ray.fleming@dor.org      

ext. 114 

Deacon Matt Dudek matt.dudek@dor.org         

293-1018 

Deacon Brian McNulty brian.mcnulty@dor.org 

Kevin David, 

  Buildings Supervisor 

kevin.david@dor.org 

Mary Ellen Fischer,   
   Pastoral Minister 

mary.ellen.fischer@dor.org 

ext. 119 

Margot VanEtten,   
    Pastoral Minister 

margot.vanetten@dor.org   

ext. 115 

Jennifer Kremer Lafler, 
     Gospel Choir 

jennifer.lafler@dor.org        

Angela Nkugwa,  

Liturgical Musician & Choir 

Director 

angela.nkugwa@dor.org 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS monicabulletin@dor.org 

Mark Shevlin, Regional Business 

Manager 

mark.shevlin@dor.org        

ext. 121 

Jessica Tette, 
Minister of Youth Faith Formation & 

Communications 

jessica.tette@dor.org 

ext. 124 

Carol Wynne, Director of Finance & 

Administration/ Westside Parishes 
carol.wynne@dor.org          

ext. 121 

CYO – Tami Divers tdivers@monroecounty.gov 

Legion of Mary Gerry Murty      436-1284 

Joaquim Flores  328-4527 

Facilitation Team 
     John Curran - 747-2324 

     Connie Chau            

     Meg Lute                 Mary Fran Kolbuc 

     Best Batchateu        Bob Passalugo 

 

jecurran@rochester.rr.com 

Emmanuel Church of the Deaf (585) 235-1812 

Rev. Raymond Fleming, Pastor fr.ray.fleming@dor.org 

Deacon Patrick Graybill patrick.graybill@dor.org 

 

34 Monica Street   (at 831 Genesee St.) 

Rochester, NY 14619 
Office:  (585) 235-3340           Fax:  235-8315 

Emergency Line: (585) 723-6531 

Emmanuel Church of the Deaf: (585) 235-1812 

www.stmonicaofrochester.org  

 All are welcome here! 
 

Daily Masses 

Tuesday & Thursday: 12:10pm 

Wednesday & Friday: 8am 
 

Office Hours:   

The office is currently closed. 

November 29, 2020 

First Sunday of Advent 

Walk with us on: 

Join us Online! 
www.stmonicaofrochester.org  

Visit our website to get connected to all our online resources, 

including Mass, faith activities and reflections, online giving, 

and ways to get involved. 

“Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘Be watchful! Be alert! You do not 
know when the time will come. It is 
like a man traveling abroad. He 
leaves home and places his servants 
in charge, each with his own work, 
and orders the gatekeeper to be on 
the watch. Watch, therefore; you do 
not know when the Lord of the 
house is coming, whether in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or in the morning. May 
he not come suddenly and find you 
sleeping. What I say to you, I say to 
all: ‘Watch!’ ’ ” -Mark 13:33-37 

Our youth play socially-distanced Simon Says before Faith Formation 
class on November 15, 2020. 
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Weekly Mass Intentions 
Tues., Dec 1   All Souls 
Wed., Dec 2    Ettore Chianello - Family 
Thurs., Dec 3   Aonica Chamberlain -Royal & Sandy Chamberlain 
Fri., Dec 4   Dominick Cook  - Robert & Anna McDonald 

 

This week at St. Monica Church:  
Nov. 29-Dec. 6, 2020 

Sunday, 11/29 
 

9:00 am –Live Streamed Mass 
10:00-11:00 am – No Faith Formation 

11:00 am – ECD Mass video posted 

Monday, 11/30 4:45 pm – Virtual Contemplative Prayer (contact 
Dorothy Siegel to join: 
kenanddor@yahoo.com or 880-5519) 

Tuesday, 12/1 12:00 pm – Pray Our Father for COVID-19 
12:10 pm –Mass, Church 
2:30 pm – Reflection video posted online 

Wed., 12/2 

 
8:00 am – Mass, Church 
6:30 pm – Virtual prayer group (contact Lynn 
Fulmore to join: mail@epictrainings.com) 

Thursday, 12/3 12:10 pm –Mass, Church 

Friday, 12/4 8:00 am –Mass, Church 

Saturday, 12/5 No Mass 

Sunday, 12/6 

St. Nicholas 
Day 

9:00 am –Live Streamed Mass 
10:00-11:00 am – Faith Formation in-person or 
virtual – watch for info 

11:00 am – ECD Mass video posted 
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  Let Us Pray 

Our Sick 
JoAnn McDonnell 

 

Barbara Borgus 
 

All those who are suffering because of 
COVID-19 

 

An end to racist beliefs and systems 
 

Reconciliation of our community 
 

Deceased 
James Pecora  

Emmanuel Church of the Deaf 
 

THOSE IN THE MILITARY 
CJ Arnell, Joshua Bartlett, Zachary Bartlett, 

Jarid Cook, Andrew Chmiel, Andrea Gerard, 
David Englert, Stephen Brunshidle, Richard 

Lewis, Angela Aviles Lewis, Andrea Christ, 
Terry Redfield, Jr. and Patrick Welling. 

 

Lamp Intentions for December 

SANCTUARY LIGHT 

Lynne Winkler 

Lawrence Skara 
 

 

CROSS ALTAR LIGHT 

Robert & Jean Vane  

Their Children 
 

Donald Wiegand  

John Delibert 

CODE ORANGE 
 

Now that we are in Code Orange, please note the following changes: 

• Weekend Masses will be closed to the public. 

• The Sunday 9:00 am Mass will be live streamed and recorded 
and can be viewed online at a later time. Please join us in virtual 
community! 

• Church will be closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays.  

• We will continue daily Mass Tuesdays-Fridays at the normal 
times with a maximum of 25 people. 

 

If you decide to come to daily Mass, please continue to observe our safety 
protocols to ensure that everyone has a safe, meaningful Mass experience. 
Wear a mask - we will provide one if you need one. Use hand sanitizer 
and remember to socially distance. Restrooms are closed. Visit our 
website for more information.  

 

*Remember that to preserve health and safety, Catholics are not 
obligated to attend Mass during the pandemic.   

 

Let us work together to get back to Code Yellow, which would allow us to 
open again for weekend Masses. We love you and miss you! 

 

The St. Monica Church office will be closed until further notice. In case of emergency 

or if you need to talk to someone, please call the emergency number: (585) 723-6531. 

 

 

Did you know? Our website, stmonicaofrochester.org, is your one-stop shop for all our 

online offerings. On our homepage you will find links to Fr. Ray’s Mass videos, social 

media, online giving, outreach opportunities, virtual gatherings, at-home faith tools, and 

more! Visit our website and follow us on social media for even more ways to stay 

connected to our community. For help or to join the parish email list and receive our 

weekly news, email monicabulletin@dor.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We are in need of weekday Mass intentions. Please call the rectory Monday 
or Wednesday from 10am to 2pm to schedule a Mass intention. 

 
 

Christmas Masses 
 

We hope to be able to have socially-distanced, in-
person Masses for Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day. Our ability to do this will depend on the state 

of COVID-19, and we will send out more information 
as it becomes available. If we are not able to hold 
in-person Mass, we will have other virtual and 
physical events/programming to celebrate 
Christmas together in a special and safe way! 
 

Pageant: Families and groups needed for our 
alternative, COVID-safe pageant, the Christmas 
Story Experience! See below and contact 
jessica.tette@dor.org for more information. 

mailto:kenanddor@yahoo.com
mailto:mail@epictrainings.com
https://www.stmonicaofrochester.org/
https://www.stmonicaofrochester.org/
stmonicaofrochester.org
mailto:monicabulletin@dor.org
mailto:jessica.tette@dor.org


 

 

             
  

 

VOLUNTEERS:                          
All volunteers who encounter youth and 

vulnerable adults need to complete online 

Creating a Safe Environment training, 
background check and sign a Code of 

Conduct every three years. To complete the 
online course, go to dor.org online training 
or email jessica.tette@dor.org for a packet 

of information to help you. 
  

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to schedule a Mass 

intention, please call the rectory office (235-
3340) or stop by Monday - Friday, 10am-

2pm.  Intentions are a way for the 

community to pray for loved ones and 
special needs. 
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE 

PARISH? WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE? 
 

You are welcome at St. Monica Catholic 
Church! Do you want to know more 

about how to join the parish?  

Call the parish office today at 235-3340. 
It’s that easy!  

 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS:   

Please send submissions by 4pm on 

Sundays: monicabulletin@dor.org  

with 10-pt Arial font and any photos. 
 

 

Faith Formation Information 
Faith Formation and Sacramental Preparation: For ages 4-18. 

 

Read our weekly Faith Formation emails for the most up-to-

date information on classes, special events, and more! Email 

jessica.tette@dor.org to be added to the list. 
 

Faith Formation 

Grades PreK 4-7 

 

Sundays  

10:00-11:00 am  

virtual 

Youth Group/ 

Confirmation Prep 

Grades 8-12 

Wednesdays  

7:00-8:30 pm 

virtual 
 

Visit https://www.stmonicaofrochester.org/ to register. 

 

 

 

Bulletin 

Did you sign up to receive the bulletin by 
email but are no longer receiving it? 
Please check your email settings to ensure 
you allow emails from 
monicabulletin@dor.org. Be sure to also 
check your junk/spam folder. If the 
problem persists, email 
monicabulletin@dor.org. 
 

Our links in the bulletin are live! If you 
are viewing this bulletin electronically, 

hold down Ctrl and click links in the 
bulletin to visit those sites. 

Follow Jesus with us: 
 

www.stmonicaofrochester.org 
 

          @stmonicaofrochester 
 

          @st.monicachurch 
 

           St. Monica Church 

What do I do about my offering? 
 

Life looks different during the COVID-19 pandemic. There 

are three ways to give during this time: 
 

1. Weekly offering envelopes, cash, or checks can be mailed 

to 
St. Monica Church 

34 Monica St. 

Rochester, NY 14619 
 

2. OSV Online Giving: Visit our website 

(www.stmonicaofrochester.org) for secure one-time or 

recurring online giving.  
 

3. Text 2 Give: Text your donation amount to 226-7514. 
 

Thank you for supporting our community and ministries! 

 

 
Our Collection: Week of November 22, 2020 

 

 Collection Goal Our Collection Variance 

11/22/2020 $2,333  $2,773  $440 
Year-to-Date $63,199   $68,448  $5,249 

 

Emergency Food: If you are in need of emergency food and 
live in these zip codes: 14428, 14514, 14546, 14559, 14606, 
14608, 14611, 14614, 14619, and 14624, please contact the 
SWEM food cupboard HelpLine at 235-4491. People from 

other zip codes can phone 211 for emergency food assistance. 

What’s happening with Faith Formation during 
COVID-19? 

 

COVID-19 has changed up our programming, but we’ve 
gotten creative with our community-building! Prior to code 

orange, our Faith Formation sessions alternated between in-

person and virtual classes. When we got to gather in-person, 

we utilized socially-distanced classroom spaces and lots of 
hand sanitizer! We love being together in a safe way. When 

we use Zoom for our classes, our youth have an opportunity 

to showcase their technology prowess, especially Timmy, 
who is a tech wizard! 

Our teens meet Wednesday evenings for youth 

group/Confirmation prep. We are exploring big questions, 

building leadership skills, and having a great time! Both 
groups have a prayer wall for intentions that we remember in 

our prayers. Because of COVID, we are not holding 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word during Masses. 
We are so grateful for our new and returning catechists and 

helpers this year: Chen Magee, Jennie Barrett, Bob Mulcahy, 

Ellen Fogarty, and Charles Arnell with our teens. We are 
praying for our catechists who are doing amazing things to 

help others during the pandemic and who are keeping 

themselves safe: Mary Fran Kolbuc, Joan Favata, Vanessa 

Fulmore, Sarah Kolb, and Missy Adams. We miss you! 
Thank you to our beloved St. Monica’s community and 

amazing parents for your prayers, supplies, and help in 

making this program safe and meaningful for all involved. 
We love you!! 

 

Need a Christmas food basket? 
Call SWEM in November. 

585-235-4494 
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Social Justice Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         
 
 
 
 

 

Come experience what it’s like to really live in poverty 
in our community as the parishes of Monroe Central 
Deanery gather for a Community Action Poverty 
Simulation (CAPS).  “CAPS enables participants to 
look at poverty from a variety of angles and then to 
recognize and discuss the potential for change within 
their local communities”, said Elaine West, executive 
director of the Missouri Association for Community 
Action, which has made the simulation available 
nationwide.   

Sisters of Mercy Social Justice Prayer Calendar 
 

• DEC 1 - World AIDS Day (UN) Theme: We pray for the 37.9 million 

living with HIV. 

• DEC 2 - 40th Anniversary of the murders in Central America of 

Jean Donovan, Ita Ford MM, Maura Clark MM, Dorothy Kazel 

OSU. We pray for peace in Central America. We pray for those 

who work to end the poverty and violence. International Day for 

the Abolishment of Slavery (UN) We pray for the 40.3 million 

victims of modern-day slavery (24.9 million forced labor and 15.4 

forced marriages). 

• DEC 3 - Feast of St. Francis Xavier. We pray for the people of 

India and Japan. International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

(WHO) Theme: Building Back Better: toward a disability inclusive, 

accessible and sustainable post-COVID-19 world. Not all 

disabilities are visible. We pray for the 450 million living with 

mental or neurological conditions. 

• DEC 4 - International Day for Banks (UN). We pray for an increase 

of micro-banking to help people with low incomes. First Friday 

Action against the Death Penalty - We pray for the end of the death 

penalty. 

• DEC 5 - International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social 

Development (UN). We pray with gratitude for all volunteers, 

especially those who risk their lives to protect others. 

• DEC 6 - Feast of St. Nicholas. We pray for the safety and well-

being of the children of the world. 

• DEC 7 - Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (1941). We pray for the 

end of terrorism and the destruction of all nuclear weapons. We 

pray for the Plowshares 7 nuclear weapons protestors in Georgia. 

ADOPT A FAMILY: 
 

Catholic Family Center supports more than 300 families during the 
holiday season and is looking for our help in a special way this year. 
You can adopt a family or individual in need by going to 
www.cfcrochester.org/donate/adopt-a-family/ There are also other 
ways to help such as single gifts of joy selected from Amazon and 
sent directly to Catholic Family Center to distribute to families. 
Another way is Gifts for the Forgotten, necessities for men in our 
homeless shelter, who are not always remembered during the 
holidays. Also, Holiday Meals allows you to send us a grocery store 
gift card to help a family make a Christmas meal to remember. For 
the parents, it is not just about the excitement on their child’s face, 
but it is also about the knowledge that somewhere a kind stranger 
in our community is wishing them well during this season of peace 
and love. If you have any questions, please contact Ally Ewing, 
aewing@cfcrochester.org. 
 

December Blue Bags 
 

Our December Blue Bags are designated for SWEM’s annual 

Christmas meal distribution. As with most things during COVID-19, 

this collection will take on a different form. There will be no 

distributing of bags, no collecting of bags, and little delivery of 

requested food items. To eliminate as much human-to-human 

contact as possible, we are suggesting monetary donations to SWEM 

if you are interested in helping.  This way, the folks at SWEM can 

assess their inventory and purchase all the food items they need to 

fill the requests they have received.   
 

If you are interested in donating, please make out a check to 

S.W.E.M., write "St. Monica’s Parishioner for Christmas meals" on 

the memo line, and mail it to: 
 

SWEM Community Services 

350 Chili Ave 

Rochester, NY 14611 
 

Bless you for helping and sending your donation as soon as possible. 

Find Cool Gifts, Support our Neighbors 
Jesus, who is my neighbor? 
St. Monica’s neighborhood “mom & pop” 
stores offer unique holiday gift ideas.  Plus 
67% of local spending circulates in the 
community.    
 

Christmas angel 
figurines and cuddly 
stuffed animals are just 
some of the many gift 
ideas at Terri Stith-
Grannum’s unique store.   

Terri has a selection of 
African-American collectible 
figures, greeting cards, 
framed photos and party 
decorations.  Her store at 497 
Chili Ave. is called Honey 
Child Productions. Call 
ahead: 235-4550. 

 

Mercy Spirituality Center Advent Offerings 
 

CONTEMPLATING ADVENT, Monday, November 30, 2020, 7 – 8:30 pm via ZOOM. We will visually walk the Cosmic Walk and 

reflect on how it invites us into the Advent Season. Facilitator: Sr. Anne Curtis RSM, Director of Mercy Ecology. Fee: $15. To register, 

call 585-473-6893 or register on-line at www.mercyspiritualitycenter.org. 

 

“MUG UP” with Sr. Jody, Tuesdays, December 1, 8, 15, and 22, 2020, 10 – 11 am via ZOOM. We invite you to “mug up” (a snack or 

coffee break) with Sr. Jody to help you have a meaningful and fruitful Advent. Each week a short video will be shown with reflection 

questions for discussion. Facilitator: Sr. Jody Kearney RSM. Free will or suggested offering: $10. To register, call 585-473-6893 or 

register on-line at www.mercyspiritualitycenter.org. 
 

ADVENT MORNING OF REFLECTION, Thursday, December 10, 2020, 9:30 – 12 Noon via ZOOM. The Scriptures of Advent offer 

an insider’s view into the faith and faithfulness of Elizabeth/Zechariah and Mary/Joseph. Come together to spend some time in prayer, 

reflection and sharing as we seek guidance from each of these Advent companions. 

 

Facilitator: Giovina Caroscio MA. Fee: $20. To register, call 585-473-6893 or register on-line at www.mercyspiritualitycenter.org. 
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